VIII
THE BEGINNINGS OF CHINESE
CIVILIZATION
'Seek to act always in accord with Reason.'
'Human nature is essentially good.*
I
china, like India, is a triangle—though a much less
obvious one. Its apex is the Pamirs, its base the ocean :
its irregular sides are: on the north Turkistan and Russia;
on the south Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan, French Indo-China—
many of whose peoples are akin to the Chinese in race and
language. This vast triangle, nearly four and a half million
square miles in area, slopes like India from the roof of the
world to the sea, and has like India many kinds of climate
and many varieties of soil—from the bare uplands of Gobi
to the rich and populous river valleys. As on the banks of
the Indus and Ganges in India, so on those of the Yellow
River and the Yangtse, vast populations live. And, again
as in India, mountain-ranges fan out from the roof of the
world, nearly five miles high, to the ocean, dividing the
vast continent. The rainfall here too depends upon the mon-
soon, and the great range of climate between uplands and
sea helps to account for many differences between south
and north, differences of temperament and of achievement.
If the Southerner is more poetic, he is also more adven-
turous—these qualities are akin—and as in India, so in
China, early merchant-adventurers were first found in the
south. The Northerner has tended, on the other hand, to
dominate the political and more prosaic life of China.
Early migrations were from east to west, and from north
to south, and a number of races have fused and united to
form the Chinese nation: not only the five whose colours
made the flag of the First Chinese Republic,1 but earlier
* Red—Chinese; Y«Uow—Manchns; Blue—Mongols; White—Turks; Black
—Tibetans,

